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SSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MEETING ON ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING 


Major Rogers attended a meeting of the MLA Committee on 
Abstracting and Indexing at the New York Academy of Medicine on 
17 November. Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham is the Committe Chair- 
man and the other members present were Miss Janet Doe, Miss 
Eleanor Fair, and Dr. W. B. McDaniel, I]. Mr. vonEugen and Mr. 
Warren, of Excerpta Medica, were also guests at the meeting. 





Miss Doe’s proposal to combine abstracting and indexing activi- 
in the field of medicine, originally made at the June meeting of the 
in Boston, was discussed. While no definite conclusions were 
ached, it seemed to be the sense of the meeting that formidable dif- 
ulties were inherent in the plan. 


NIH LIBRARY SURVEY 


Miss Estelle Brodman, Chief of the Reference Division, is 
orking with Mr. Scott Adams in making a survey of the needs of the 
tional Institutes of Health Library. With the erection of a new 
linical center at NIH, the space devoted to the Library, the extent of 
collection, and the kind of services offered are under scrutiny. 
of Miss Brodman’s time for approximately a month will be spent 
n this project. 


COLONEL McNINCH TAKING COURSE 


Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, after having had his plans changed 

br entering Johns Hopkins in September, has been relieved from as- 

ment with the First Army Headquarters and entered the School of 
. — Public Health at the University in Baltimore on 27 Novem- 


} 





ng cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 





DECEMBER 1950 





OLD CURRENT LIST INDEXES 


The last three indexes (April, May, June 1950) to the old Current 
List of Medical Literature, which have been delayed so long, have fi- 


nally appeared. Libraries which have delayed binding may now pro- 
ceed. 





EXHIBIT 


The December exhibit is devoted to Ephraim McDowell, who 
performed the first ovariotomy in December 1809. Dr. McDowell had 
a deep aversion to writing and left only two contributions, but these 
two brief articles form the basis on which modern abdominal surgery 
rests. 


THE PLAGUE OF 1793 


The terrible yellow fever epidemic which decimated Philadel- 
phia in 1793 struck in August and rose in grisly crescendo during 
September and October to paralyze the capital city. With colder 
weather in the last days of October the epidemic abated, and during 
November the stricken city began_to pull itself back to normalcy. The 
stage lines resumed service on November 4, and on November 10 Pres- 
ident Washington rode in from Germantown, inspected the clean and 
empty streets and opined that it would be safe for the Congress to re- 
convéne. 

On November 18 the firm of Samuel and Miers Fisher, Merchants, 
addressed an open letter to their friends and customers, announcing 
the resumption of trade and explaining that, ‘‘As our correspondence 
with most of our friends, both at home and abroad, has been interrupted 
on our part, for nearly three months past, it is proper that we should 
account to them for so extraordinary a suspension, and give some ac- 
count of our late and present situation.’’ 

The account which follows is a concise 2500-word report of the 
course of the plague from August 3 when one of the Fisher family was 
an early casualty until the date of writing when ‘‘such of our country 
friends who want goods...may, in our opinion, come to town with per- 
fect safety...’’ 

The onslaught of the fever is described, and the terror which 
struck the people: ‘‘The disorder... quickly spread to other parts of 
the city, and threatened to become general:... to be taken was consid- 
ered nearly the same as to be dead: hence there was a general aban- 
doning of the sick to the care of blacks... The nearest connexions, with 
some exceptions, would not visit the chambers of their sick friends... 
and for nearly two months our streets were deserted by all, but a few 
sorrowful persons walking, as with their hands on their loins, about the 
necessary concerns of the sick, and hearses conducted by negroes, 
mostly without followers to and from the different grave yards.’’ 
















































2 we 


LEAN ES 








Com! 
two 0 
servi 
stant! 
of the 
the si 


ment 
cours 
Feve 
a sing 
could 
signe 


versi 
ber | 
was | 
they 
of th 


reca 
Exp 
of di 
sent 
has | 


cou 
mic 


tear 
the 
tral 
pur 


‘rent 
i- 


O- 


had 


ery 


2] - 


The 
res- 


Fe 


nts, 
1g 

ice 
upted 
uld 
ac- 


the 
was 


i 


sid- 
n- 
with 
few 
it the 








2 eT 





ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 3 


NN ——————————————EEE 


The letter records also the courage and sacrifice of the Citizens’ 
Committee, four of whom died in the performance of their duties, and 
two of whom, Stephen Girard and Peter Helm, ‘‘men whose names and 
services should never be forgot, had the humanity and courage con- 
stantly to attend the hospital ... [where] they actually performed many 
of the most dangerous, and at the same time humiliating services, for 
the sick, with their own hands.’’ 

The Library has just acquired a copy of this interesting docu- 
ment, which is one of the earliest first hand accounts of the whole 
course of the disaster (Mathew Carey’s Short Account of the Malignant 
Fever... was published on November 14). It is printed on two sides of 
a single folio leaf, the second leaf being blank in order that the letter 
could be folded, sealed, and addressed for mailing, and the text is 
signed ‘‘Samuel & Miers Fisher.’’ 





VISIT OF C, U. LIBRARY SCHOOL 


Some forty members of this year’s class at the Catholic Uni- 
versity Library School toured the Army Medical Library on 22 Novem- 
ber 1950. After introductory remarks by Major Rogers, the class 
was split into two groups and conducted to the various divisions where 
they spent two hours observing procedures and listening to explanations 
of the several activities of each. 


BEAUMONT FIRST EDITION 


In going over some material in the Library Hall stacks prior to 
recataloging, a first edition of William Beaumonf’s classical work, 
Experiments and observations on the gastric juice and the physiology 
of digestion (Plattsburgh, F. P. Allen, 1833) was found. This has been 
sent to the History of Medicine Division, in Cleveland, which already 
has another copy of this edition. 








MISS COMINS TEACHING IN CUBA 


Miss Dorothy J. Comins, of the Catalog Division, will teach two 
courses in the newly organized library school at the Sociedad Econ6é- 
mica de Amigos del Pais, Havana, Cuba, for approximately three and 
a half months beginning 4 December 1950. Arrangements for this 
teaching assignment were made between the Army Medical Library and 
the Library of Congress as a part of the program operated with funds 
transferred from the Department of State under Public Law 402, the 
purpose of which is the promotion of international understanding. 
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DIRECTOR PROMOTED 


Major Frank B. Rogers was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant fe 
Colonel, Medical Corps, effective 5 December 1950. % 


DOORKNOBS 


Many have noted and commented on the doorknobs on the Li- 
brary’s front door, which bear the legend: 


Public School 
City of New York 


Mrs. Justine Randers-Pebrson, who recently joined the staff of — 
the Processing Section, Catalog Division, sent this bit of incidental : 
intelligence to the New Yorker magazine and received a check for ten © 
dollars for her trouble. id 


STAFF ACTIVITIES 


? 
t 
% 
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Mr. Kanardy L. Taylor, Assistant to the Director, spent Tues- 
day and Wednesday, 21 and 22 November, at the History of Medicine 
Division, in Cleveland, becoming acquainted with the personnel, the 
various sections, and the work they are doing. 


In mid-November, Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, of the History of 
Medicine Division, returned from a seven-weeks’ trip to Italy. She 
spent the greater part of her time in Rome where she visited several 
interesting institutions, among them the Istituto di Storia della Medi- — 
cina and the Istituto di Patologia del Libro, the latter probably the only 
one of its kind in the world. Among other ‘places she visited in Italy ~ 
were Florence, Bologna, Milan, and Naples. : 


HOLIDAY CLOSING 


The Army Medical Library will not be open for the usual Sunday 
afternoon hours on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, 24 December 


and 31 December 1950. 


[THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS iS No. 14 OF VOLUME V; 
THE JANUARY 1951 ISSUE WILL BE VOLUME VI, No. 1] 














